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Handwriting ~
Stage 3

Follow the guidance on pp.25-28 of Phonics Handbook 2 and use
the checklists below to teach joined-up handwriting.

Explain to children that there are two basic joins:
* the arm join (diagonal)
* the washing line join (horizontal).

The arm join has three variations:

* a.arm to boat Cl/t N
e b.arm to sun a/b A

-
e C.arm to sister. [/C N

The washing line join has three variations:

*  d.washing line to boat ||~ ,/x

*  e.washing line to sun m N

* f.washing line tosister.  \/7]
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a. The arm to boat join

The arm join should not be too straight or too curly.
(This depends on the school’s adopted style.)

Phrase: ‘Sweep up your arm to touch... (say letter)’
Checklist
v write the first letter carefully
v/ make the curl gentle — not too round, not too spiky
v/ make the ‘arm’ sweep up in a gentle curve
v write the downstroke of the second letter very straight
Use for joining:
acdehiklmntu
to:
eijmnpruvwxyz

See examples on the following pages.
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b. The arm to sun join

The arm should meet the next letter just over halfway up. It should sweep
smoothly into the sun letter.

Phrase: ‘Sweep up your arm to touch... (say letter) and shoot up to the top’
Checklist
v write the first letter carefully
v make the join like an arm — not too straight, not too round
v/ continue the line up to the top of the next letter
v write the second letter carefully
Use for joining:
aeidhklImntuc
to:
bhkIt

Examples:
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c. The arm to sister join

The arm should touch the sister letter’s forehead and then go to the back
of the head as though resting a hand.

Phrase: ‘Sweep up your arm to touch... (say letter) and stroke the sister’s head’
Checklist

v write the first letter carefully

v make the join like an arm — not too straight, not too round

v/ continue the arm join over the head of the ‘sister’ letter — as though
a hand is stroking back her hair

v go back along the head

v/ write the second letter carefully
Use for joining:
acdehiklmntu
to:
adgcogq

Examples:

Coka ko la a2
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d. The washing line to boat join

The washing line should not be too droopy (the clothes get dirty) or too tight
(the line breaks in the wind).

Phrase: ‘Not too droopy, not too tight.

Checklist
v write the first letter carefully
v make the join like a washing line — not too droopy or too tight
v/ write the second letter carefully

Use for joining:

vwrfo

to:

ijmnpruvwxyze

Examples:
AN | 7
SO-
Y
drop
further —
. poS

drop
further 20~

T FH ........ | 7
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e. The washing line to sun join

The washing line should meet the next letter just over halfway up.
It should sweep smoothly into the tall letter.

Phrase: ‘Not too droopy, not too tight — and shoot up the next letter’

Checklist

v write the first letter carefully
v make the join like a washing line — not too droopy or too tight
v/ continue the washing line up to the top of the next letter

v write the second letter carefully

Use for joining:
vwr fo
to:

bhklIlt

Examples:

wh wl o
h ol A ob
oh ol ot
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f. The washing line to sister join

The washing line should touch the sister letter’s forehead and then go
to the back of the head — as though stroking back the sister’s hair.

Phrase: ‘Not too droopy, not too tight — and stroke the sister’s head’
Checklist
v write the first letter carefully
v make the join like a washing line — not too droopy or too tight
v stroke back the sister’s hair
v write the second letter carefully
Use for joining:
vwrfo
to:
adgcogq

See examples on the following page.
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Letters that do not join to others
(if using a non-curly style)

Schools need to decide whether or not to join the following letters:b q g j s y z

onto the next letter. (Some schools only teach ‘bi’ and ‘si’ joined.)

It is not a statutory requirement of the 2014 National Curriculum that children use
joined-up handwriting until Year 3, although it notes that children ‘should be taught
to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the

correct orientation’.

D g s

7

If you decide to teach children to join these letters, here are examples of the joins:

hi gi i s
o pL
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